FIRST WITH THE NEWS
ADVENT / CHRISTMAS 2015 EDITION
First United Church 

Seeking to be a welcoming community of Christian faith, 

proclaiming and celebrating the love of God in Jesus Christ 

through the Inspiration of the Holy Spirit.

Delivered by: ______________________________________________________
www.firstunitedchurch.weebly.com

UPCOMING DATES & EVENTS 
(all Sunday Services are at 10:30am)
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NOVEMBER

Wednesday, November 25 - *ADVENT BIBLE STUDY  (pg 9)
Saturday, November 28 - *THE HAT AND MITT RUN – 8am  (pg 9) 
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DECEMBER

Friday, December 4- Friday, December 11 - * THE ST. THOMAS-ELGIN CHRISTMAS 

SHOPPE will be using the Gym (Shoppe is closed on the Wednesday) 

Sunday Worship December 6 – *ADVENT 2  - GIFT SUNDAY   

*SECRET SANTA bags are returned BY today (pg 7)
*We invite you to bring non-perishable food items for Christmas Care (pg 7) 
*Pageant costumes available from now to Christmas Eve. (pg 11)

Sunday, December 13 – *ADVENT 3

*Special musical guests, Tim and Holly Lusher (saxophone and trumpet) and a

wonderful soprano, Lesley Andrew will sing for us! 
*CHRISTMAS VISITATION SUNDAY- following worship you are invited 
up to the tables in front of the Pulpit for a name, an address and a Christmas plant 
to take to a member of First who is unable to come out to Church (pg 11)

Sunday Worship December 20 – *ADVENT 4 (pg 12 & 13)
Worship will include the Bethlehem Pageant (formerly on Christmas Eve)

and ‘The Cloth in the Cradle’  (pg 13)
Tuesday, December 22 - *THE SWELL - High School Youth Worship Service (pg 14)
Thursday, December 24 –*CHRISTMAS EVE (pg 12)
CANDLELIGHT COMMUNION SERVICE at 9pm 

FROM ROGER’S DESK

Look, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, 

and they shall name him 

Emmanuel

                       Which means “God is with us”    (Matthew 1:23)

 

The God who fashioned the universe, the divine Word that became flesh and lived among us, is still with us. William Willimon says, “the incarnation (Jesus birth) is the supreme  example of God’s determination to be with us no matter what it takes.”  God is with us even in the valley of the shadows.   I’ve experienced God’s presence there, through his people; you’ve heard me often speak about “God’s love with the skin on it!”  I’ve also experienced God’s presence in ways that would best be assigned to the realm of the Spirit – some Holy Spirit guidance, support, wisdom, healing, courage, forgiveness, strength, etc., to help us get through, to overcome.  Often it is only when we look back that we see that God was there, helping us through. 

 

The birth of the baby Jesus was God’s inbreak in human form. Our faith family celebration of Advent/Christmas comes out of this understanding, that Jesus is Emmanuel, God with us.  We are never alone, that is God’s promise, in Jesus. He will be with us always (cf.Mt.28:20). In life, in death, in life beyond death…..God is with us!  Thanks be to God!

 

May God write this promise on our hearts and minds as we begin another Advent journey to Christmas. Don’t forget!

 

May God bless you big time 
that you may be a big time blessing!

FROM BARB’S DESK
        Dear friends, what a beautiful fall we’ve been enjoying! The sun has coaxed out the walkers, the runners, road hockey games, leaf ‘rakers’ and neighbours putting up their Christmas lights (yes, us too).  What a wonderful opportunity to meet and greet on the streets before the snow flies!

     Christmas is just around the corner. A time when we like to ‘cozy’ up our homes with oven meals and baking, hot chocolate, warm throws on the sofa, perhaps a Christmas Tree in the corner, a good book to read. I hope that these, along with friends and family are the comforts we enjoy through the weeks of Advent waiting and preparing for the birth of Jesus, in our hearts. But we know that every Christmas, there are many who find it difficult.  It is such an emotionally charged time.  There is a story I read several years ago – it stays in my mind.  It’s message for me is powerful.  Often accredited to Max Lucado, I share it now by memory….and it goes something like this……

  Once there was a man whose life was very sad, his days were dreary and his nights were long. Henry didn’t want to be unhappy, but he was. His life had changed. His children were all grown now, the neighborhood was different, the city seemed less friendly. He was in misery. So he decided to talk to his minister. Maybe she could help him. 

“I don’t know why I’m so unhappy” Henry confessed.

“Well Henry, are you looking around you? “Yes” Henry replied. 

“And what do you see?  

“Not much I like” said Henry. 

“Well, maybe you need to look differently at things. What if I told you, that one of your neighbours is the Messiah in disguise, and you have not seen him!”

    Henry left the office stunned. “The Messiah is one of my neighbors??” 
He began to think who it might be. Tom the butcher? No! He’s too lazy! My cousin Mary, down the street? No! Too much pride! Aaron the paperboy? No! He’s too spoiled! Henry was confounded. Every person he knew had defects. But… one was the Messiah?! He began to look for him, and as he did, he began to notice things he hadn’t seen. 

 The grocer often carried bags out to the cars for older folks. Maybe HE is the

Messiah! The officer at the corner always had a smile for the kids. Could HE be the Messiah? The kind, young couple who had moved in next door…maybe one of THEM could be the Messiah?











(over…)
    With time, Henry saw things in people he’d never seen, and his outlook on

life began to change. The bounce returned to his step. His eyes took on a friendly sparkle. When others spoke, he listened. After all, he might be listening to the Messiah! When anyone asked for help, he responded; after all this might be the Messiah needing assistance!

    The change of attitude was so significant that someone asked Henry why he was

so HAPPY. “I don’t know” he answered. “All I know, is that things changed when I  started looking for God.” 
Let's be on the outlook for God...in every place and every face until all we see this Christmas and beyond..... is Christ in our midst.
Christmas love and blessings,

From our home to yours,

Barb 
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FIRST CHURCH SCHOOL

    We are having a great time in Church School. One of the changes we made this fall, was the curriculum. Usually we buy curriculum every year, but they never quite suit the time we have etc. So, even though it’s been several years since I wrote ‘Journeying Together’ a national curriculum for the United Church of Canada, I’m thrilled to once again be writing – especially because this time, it’s just for First Church School!  It’s so fun to ‘design’ it just for us – to better fit ‘our needs and wants’. One of the perks we can do now is have Sundays for group events in the Assembly Hall, and work on special projects. One such project was the picture the children painted in family groups, on canvas for Thanksgiving. They turned out beautifully and I know at least one family that has theirs hanging in the living room.

   Another perk is including ‘Mission’ projects into our year. By the time this newsletter gets to you, we will have had our second mission Sunday. We made cookies and Christmas Cards for the Grace Café mission on Queen Street. Many of the patrons of the Café also receive help with groceries from First Church during the week – a nice connection, and so we thought they would appreciate Christmas Cards from our church school.  This has been a wonderful way to share with the children – how our church reaches out to help, and how each and every one of us can help in the community. In February, we will tour the Café on a Sunday morning, as it is in walking distance from the church.

    One of our themes this year is ‘WONDER WALKING’. The children are encouraged to take walks with their families, and to always be on the look out for God in nature. The teachers have Wonder Boxes in the classrooms.  Objects found on Wonder Walks are brought into the box, and that young person gets their name on the WONDER WALKER POSTER.

    A few Sundays ago, in our Open Session downstairs – I asked a ‘Wonder question’ … “I wonder why we often look up when we think of God.” One of our young ‘men’ answered…’Well our song says “like a starry night sky, God is over our head.”  We have amazing children!
We are looking forward to Advent 1 when the children will receive their family Advent Candle to light every day at home, and also an Advent Calendar card. The teachers are also looking forward, to helping with the Bethlehem Pageant, Sunday, Dec. 20 – Lots of new things happening!

    I also want to ‘tip my hat’ to Chris Ross, our leader of First Youth High School group. Chris is inviting our youth to SWELL – an amazing Youth Christmas Worship service, held at Wesley Knox United Church in London. Thanks Chris! 
    I really couldn’t be more proud of our wonderful team of leaders this year!!

  Barb
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the Swell.ca
Where Youth Worship

Tuesday, December 22, 2015 @ 7:00 p.m.

Wesley Knox United Church, London

The Swell is a worship service designed to engage high school aged youth in the worship of God and is open to people of all ages. The aim is to create a comfortable space for United Church youth to worship, and it is open to people from any and all denominations. The service uses elements from contemporary culture—including popular music and videos—as a springboard into the exploration of the scriptures and our rich United Church theology.

The music is led by a contemporary rock band (and is usually loud), and employs a bit of Rap, Hip-Hop and Punk. Video clips, pictures, flashing lights and song lyrics projected on two 9x12 foot video screens provide a backdrop for multi-sensory prayers, the exploration of scripture, and a highly visual and participatory Communion liturgy. A drama teases out the theme of the service with youth-friendly language and characters. The theme is further unpacked by artistic creations of young people, including poetry, ballet, gymnastics, vocal and instrumental solos, and fine art pieces created as the service progresses.
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Please contact Chris Ross to let him know you want to go with First Youth - chrisr@fphgroup.com   or    519-633-2220
Let’s give Jesus a gift this Christmas….by loving one of his needy children.
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SECRET SANTA BAGS ARE AVAILABLE 

IN THE SANCTUARY

Please help yourself to a bag marked either girl or boy and the age you would like to shop for.  Once you have shopped, please return your gift/s back to the sanctuary as soon as you like, or BY GIFT SUNDAY, Dec. 6
Christmas Care will be picking them up the very next day.

 

Helpful Hints for Santa Bags:

· Please don’t gift wrap.

· Don’t hesitate to buy more than one of the same gift – you will be helping more than one child. (Our gifts from each bag will be separated to cover as many children as possible – the need is great.)
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Some gift suggestions: puzzles, colouring books, crayons, markers, gloves, mittens, hats, age appropriate toys (store clerks can be helpful with ideas and Moms in our congregation too!).

 

OUR GIFTS WILL GO TO CHRISTMAS CARE 
and from there they will be distributed along 
with FOOD HAMPERS.
 

If you would like to contribute to the FOOD HAMPERS, please bring non perishable food items on our GIFT SUNDAY, DEC. 6
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Our Secret Santa Project has become a tradition here at First Church. Thanks to the generosity of this congregation, thousands of children have received Christmas Gifts & many families - groceries.
HOLLY FAIR[image: image12.jpg]



For those of you who attended our Holly Fair 2015, we know you saw friends and family enjoying their shopping. So many great treasures and gifts to buy for that special someone, even for yourself. Months, days and hours of preparation, so many people working together, had come down to this one day.  Just based on those things alone, the day was a success!

Without the donations from the congregation themselves, we would have nothing to sell. This event relies on those donations from the First Families. We really try to make it a “shopping experience” not just a typical church bazaar. So we say to all of those people that contributed in the many ways which resulted in the success of our event..thank you. A huge thank you to the Holly Fair Convenor team, some of them new this year, who led this event to its successful outcome. Thank you to those new convenors that came forward to become part of the team this year. 
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Special Thank yous:
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Lois Whiteman and her great setup team. 

· First United staff…

· Barb Furneaux for her support and guidance

· Those who helped tear down & put things away

Couldn’t have done it without you!

Holly Fair Team 2015

Holly Fair Café



Lois Smith/Sue Nicol/Sue Moore
 



Bake Shop


Lois Whiteman

Country Store



Audrey Young/Nancy Waller

Holiday Entertaining


Dorothy Cameron

Edith NimmoSharon Hutchison

Book Store 

Children’s Corner Store


Sharlene Scott (Kim Hughson/Ruth Zions)
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Attic Treasures



Leslie Pipes

Crafter’s Market



Rosemary Underhill

Door Draw Prizes/Silent Auction

Sheryl Haaijema


Volunteers Parking


Mark’s Team

Beautiful Overall Decorating 

Kathy Nicli




Publicity 



Mark & Vicki Snowsell




PS..items remaining were sorted, some saved for 2016,other items donated:

 (ie.Talbot Teen Centre, Christmas Shop, Fresh Start (St.Thomas Rehobath Home)
Advent Bible Study/Discussion…..
Open invitation….first gathering - Wednesday, November 25  from

7-8:30pm in the Fellowship Room.

Topic: The Incarnation…the set of ideas by which Christians believe that Jesus is both human and divine.

Resource:  Birth Narratives from Scripture; Incarnation.. (the surprising overlap of heaven and earth) by William Willimon

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

 Hat and Mitt Run
This is the 11th annual Hat and Mitt Run!  We are so thankful for this faith community in supporting this event. We encourage everyone to come and join us.

There will be 5km and 10km guided runs through historic parts of St. Thomas.  

The runners that come out are of all different levels in ability and are more than generous in their willingness to assist or stay with newer runners. Runners love nothing more than to help others find their way into loving this sport, a conversion of sorts! In the past we have also had groups of walkers participate.

Please join us for a nice leisurely run or walk, a visit and treats after! 
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Date:

Saturday November 28 at 8 am

Where:
First United Church

Entry Fee:
Hat and Mitts to be donated to Christmas Care
Gerdy and Noel MacKay  Runmacride@rogers.com or 519-631-2529
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                             ADVENT 1 CELEBRATION!
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Sunday, November 29
 

AS YOU ENTER THE SANCTUARY

you will be offered an ornament to hang on the Christmas tree in the chancel.  If the chancel stairs are a concern, there will be someone there to hang it for you. 
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MUSIC FILLED WORSHIP

Soloists, the Senior Choir, the Girls’ Choir and instrumentalists will present Christmas music as the congregation joins in the singing of traditional Christmas carols.
 

FELLOWSHIP & FOOD WILL FOLLOW DOWNSTAIRS

A catered meal – roast beef on a bun, salads, drinks and desserts await us in the assembly hall. The lift will be in operation and tables will be set up on the mezzanine level for those wanting to avoid the stairs in the assembly hall.  
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A freewill offering basket will be out for your contribution to the meal.  
Please contribute what you can.
We’ve ordered food for 200.

(Cost: $10.00 per adult, $5.00 per child 6 –12 years old. 

FREE for children 5 yrs. and under.

If possible, a family of four with 2 children 6-12 yrs. would contribute $30.00)

SPECIAL THANKS TO THE CD & MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEES
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Peace on earth will come to stay, when we live Christmas every day.
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                                                                               Helen Steiner Rice


Something new for Advent 4
           We are moving the children’s Bethlehem Pageant from Christmas Eve to

     Sunday morning worship, Sunday, December 20, Advent 4.
           WHY?
           Come Christmas Eve, many of our families have gone out of town, and some 
           can’t join us because of family traditions at home.
           We want to give these families a chance to participate and we also want the 
           adults who perhaps have never seen the pageant, to experience it in morning 
           worship.

PLEASE NOTE:  On Christmas Eve, the Candle Light Communion Service will 
happen at 9:00pm.  Our hope is that this time may be more manageable for 
all age groups to attend.


ADVENT 4, Sunday, December 20

THE CLOTH IN THE CRADLE &

THE BETHLEHEM PAGEANT

When you come into the sanctuary you may notice that the manger/cradle is placed front and center in the chancel.

You will also notice people greeting at all the doors with

baskets full of colourful fabric.

They will offer you a strip of fabric, and invite you to take it right up to the manger and lay it across the others, that are placed there.

All together, the strips of cloth will make a

‘Patchwork Quilt’ - on which a baby will be laid.

This simple but beautiful liturgical activity allows all who wish,

to make a sign of their intention

to welcome Jesus into their hearts.

Let us this day, turn our minds away from preparing for Christmas,

to preparing for Jesus

and preparing for the opening of worship this day……

which will be…

The Bethlehem Story in Pageant.

Toddlers, children, youth and adults who would like to participate in the Pageant, are invited to come in FULL COSTUME to the assembly hall downstairs, by 10:15 - to gather with the Church School teachers.

Parents may leave their children with their classroom teachers,

who will see them into the sanctuary together.

FYI: the strips of cloth for the cradle this year,

will actually be sewn into a quilt in the new year ,

and used in the manger for years to come.

FROM THE LIBRARY
New Books
Open Heart, Open Mind by Clara Hughes – Six time Olympic Medalist, Clara Hughes tells her story of the behind the scenes look at the fiercely competitive world of endurance sports.  She won multiple medals in both the Summer & Winter games in cycling and speed skating.  But behind that signature billboard smile she masked a severe depression caused by the stifling home life created by her alcoholic father.  Since retiring she has emerged as a committed humanitarian, advocating for social causes in Canada and around the world.

For Children – Two new books by Mercer Mayer – “It’s True” and “Grandma, Grandpa & Me.”  These are faith based books featuring “Little Critter” and the antics he stumbles into while growing up.

Submitted by Edith Nimmo



THE ALICE KATHRYN MCDONALD MEMORIAL TRUST


The Alice Kathryn McDonald Memorial Trust was established in 1985 by her family to benefit persons studying to become Ordained Ministers, Diaconal Ministers or Designated Lay Ministers.  Money was invested at the United Church headquarters in Toronto.  The yearly interest earned is distributed annually by a committee of administration which consist of the Personnel Officer at London Conference, the Chair of Education and Students of Elgin Presbytery, the Minister of First United Church or his/her delegate, an active member of First United Church and a member of the family.


The bursaries are available to students from London Conference with preference being given to students from Elgin Presbytery.  Nine students from Elgin have benefited over the years.

Since the establishing of the bursary 30 years ago, 84 bursaries have been awarded.  To date, over $130,000.00 has been distributed to worthy students.  Emma Pipes, of our own congregation, is among the latest recipients.  Emma received a bursary in 2014 & 2015.  Emma will be eligible next year as she continues her journey toward ordination.  Two other students from Elgin received bursaries this year.


It was the wish of the family to continue the legacy of a daughter / sister who was very active here at First United – a member of the Board, a Church School teacher and President of the Tuesday Evening Women’s group.  Her interest in education and young people led to the establishment of the trust.

Submitted by Marion (McDonald) Bennell, family member


FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 


I’m sure there are some people who upon entering our church sanctuary or building might say, “Everything looks so good I figure the church is rich and doesn’t need my money.”  Fortunately our forbears have gifted us with an endowment fund, the interest of which helps fund the building and maintenance and we are so grateful for this great gift.  But our programs and our ministry are entirely up to us, the members of First United Church.  It is our gifts that support and enable what we can do.  Included in our ministry are, not only worship services, but pastoral care and counsel, church school, adult Christian education, volunteer choirs, volunteerism, and outreach.  The money gifts given by you go to minister to people.


By giving of your finances and of yourself you are putting your “faith in action.”  To paraphrase James, the author of the epistle of James, “Our faith is made complete by what we do.”


Won’t you put your faith in action by supporting your church with your gifts?  By putting your faith in action you will be helping in the continuation and growth of the ministry that is so important to us all.


Thank you for your support.

FINANCIAL FACTS
*Our current financial situation (as at October 31, 2015) is a net loss of $27,534.07
Our monthly expenses (approximately) are $27,100.00

To break even for 2015 we require $81,734.07 by December 31 to cover expenses.

We know we will receive approximately $17,500.00 from the PAR givings, Trustee Funds & Holly Fair.
$87,734.07 – $17,500.00 = $64,234.07 (needed to “break even” at year end)

With your continued support and generosity we will achieve our goal and meet our expenses for 2015!

YEAR END GIVING

Deadline for the 2015 tax year is

Wednesday, January 6th, 2016

Offering envelopes will be available for pick up during the month 
of December in the Library.  Please pick yours up!  
Note:  All envelope boxes are set out in alphabetical order.

If a friend or neighbor is unable to pick up their envelopes, please be so kind as to drop them off for them.  It would be a great help.

If you currently do not use envelopes, and would like to start, please contact Lori in the Church Office (519-631-7570) and you will be assigned a set.  Keep in mind, having donation envelopes ensures an accurate tax receipt 
at the end of the year.
If you would like more information on PAR 
(Pre-Authorized Remittance) – give Lori a call!

Thank you!


Syrian Refugee Crisis Continues to Need Help

Ways you Can Help

The Moderator of the United Church of Canada, The Right Reverend Jordan Cantwell, is appealing for help for millions of Syrian refugees fleeing violence that began four years ago and has now grown to thousands of Syrians trying to flee for their lives daily.

Help Today

All donations received and designated “Syria Relief” will be applied directly to support United Church Mission & Service partners & associates in this work.  The Canadian government will match, dollar for dollar, donations made between September 12 and December 31, 2015.

Options for Giving:

· Probably the easiest way:  Use your First United Offering Envelope – mark the amount of your donation on the “Mission & Service Fund” line on the front of your envelope.
· *Send a cheque / money order / VISA or Mastercard information with donation amount to :  The United Church of Canada, Emergency Response – Syria Relief, 3250 Bloor Street West, Suite 300, Toronto, Ontario  M8X2Y4.
· *Online via the “secure donation page” link located on the londonconference.ca website
· *Phone 416-231-5931 or toll- free 1-800-268-3781 to use your VISA or Mastercard

Please be sure to note “Emergency Response – Syria Relief” on the face of your cheque.
NEW MEMBERS
We welcome to the First Church Family…

Jim & Sarena Conrad, Katie Auckland and 

Joey Matuschek.
BAPTISMS / SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING
Lakey Madeline Underhill, daughter of Chris & Laura (Snowsell) – April 19, 2015
Douglas James Badgley – adult – April 26, 2015

James Alexander Conrad – adult – May 17, 2015

Ever Rylan Anthony Sopoco, son of Marc & Tara (Atcheson) – June 21, 2015

Everleigh Violet Hall, daughter of Adam & Rebecca (Anderson) – November 1, 2015


IN MEMORY

We remember the families of…

Larry Powers – February 21; Carter Stephen Thomas Woodford – April 6;

Elaine Mary MacDonald -  April 17; Lillian Frances Kilburn – April 23;

Dorothy B. “Dot” Burton – May 2; Donald W. Sanderson – May 8;

Catherine Lynne Cook – June 5; Gerald M. Parish – June 11;

Dianne (Whitmore) Bocking – June 26; Sheron McManus – July 5;

Paul K. Adamthwaite – July 20; Daphne (Thorndycraft) Ferguson – September 8;

Robert Emerson Cairns – September 16.

WEDDINGS
Paul Caldwell & Paula Waite – March 7; Travis Edwards & Kayla Jarry – May 2;
Andrew Dienst & Lindsay Vasiloff – May 9; Matt Neely & Melissa Sartor – May 23;
John Tapsell & Tammy Wilson – May 29; Brian Kielstra & Corina Nantais – May 30;
Chris Barr & Sarah Kliza – June 6; Chris Lanctot & Taya Griffin – June 6;
Blaine Skirtschak & Jaime Ryckman – June 20; Rob West & Sara Lukacin – July 18;
Derek McTaggart & Hope Wipperman – August 1; Brendon Ross & Jovanna Weese – September 6;
Ben Gelderman & Nicole James – September 12; Nick Slade & Paula Morritt – October 7; 
Brian Henderson & Soeum Pang – October 25.

Sunday Worship November 29 *ADVENT 1 CELEBRATION –


Worship will include trimming the Christmas tree, a carol sing & more.  


Following worship everyone is invited to a catered lunch downstairs (Freewill 


offering). (pg 10)








“Into all our lives, in many simple, familiar ways, God infuses an element of joy from surprises of life, which unexpectedly brighten our days and fill our eyes with light.                                   Longfellow





NOTES FROM JODY


I'm looking forward to another Christmas season filled with lovely music!!  The Advent season begins on Sunday, November 29 with special music from the Girls’ Choir, Senior Choir, Jim and soloists along with our traditional Carol sing and tree decoration.  The second Sunday in Advent, the Senior Choir will sing along with duets and solos from members of our Choir.  The third Sunday in Advent we have special musical guests, Tim and Holly Lusher (saxophone and trumpet) and a wonderful soprano, Lesley Andrew singing for us!  The fourth Sunday of Advent the Children's Choir and Senior Choir will sing for us along with soloists.  We complete our Christmas season of music on Christmas Eve with musicians/singers from our community along with the Senior Choir and Jim!  Merry Christmas!


�





“Whenever I think of you I smile inside.”   Janet L. Weaver





�





Features for 2015


New Overall Layout


Ice fishing in Children’s Corner Store





�





�





Gifts That Don’t Cost Money, by Tanis M., Age 7





     a book	   a Painted Rock      a Card          Love          a Smile


     a Hug          Best Manners         a Picture      Respect      a Kiss








BETHLEHEM COSTUMES





Toddlers, children’s, youth and adult costumes


for the ‘Bethlehem Pageant’ happening


Sunday morning Dec.20, Advent 4


will be available for you to choose and take home


starting Sunday, November 29.


You will find them on the stage in the assembly hall.








CHRISTMAS VISITATION – Sunday, December 13


There are wonderful members of this church who are unable to come out to worship.  Our hope is to have each one of them receive a Christmas plant and a visit from First Church.  We want them to know in their absence they are not forgotten.


	Would you consider delivering a plant to one of these members?


	Simply come up to the tables in front of the pulpit after worship, and you will be given a plant, a name and an address.


The visits are to bring happiness, Christmas joy and greetings from First Church.  They do not have to be long … just cheery!


	Our hope is that enough people come forward so that each visitor only has one plant to deliver.         The Membership Committee





ADVENT & CHRISTMAS SERVICES AT FIRST CHURCH





Sunday, November 29:  Advent 1 – HOPE


Tree Trimming / Carol Singing, Worship followed by a catered lunch.





Sunday, December 6:  ADVENT 2 – PEACE


Secret Santa Bags & Food Drive for Christmas Care





Sunday, December 13:  ADVENT 3 – JOY


Special musical guests, Tim and Holly Lusher (saxophone and trumpet) and a wonderful soprano, Lesley Andrew will sing for us! 


Visitation Sunday





Sunday, December 20:  ADVENT 4 – LOVE


Worship will include Bethlehem Pageant





Thursday, December 24:  Christmas Eve


Candlelight Communion Service at 9:00pm











“This Advent let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that the Lord has made known to us.  In the midst of shopping sprees, let’s ponder in our hearts the Gift of Gifts.  Through the tinsel, let’s look for the gold of the Christmas Star.  In the excitement and confusion, in the merry chaos, let’s listen for the brush of angel’s wings.  This Advent, let’s go to Bethlehem and find our kneeling places.”		                                                              Ann Weems








THANK YOU!!


Thank you to everyone who helped with the Fall Rummage Sale.  Our profit of $2351.30 went to the General Fund.











Santa’s Christmas Eve Prayer


The sleigh was all packed, the reindeer were fed but Santa still knelt by the side of the bed.


“Dear God,” he prayed, “be with me tonight.  There’s much work to do and my schedule is tight.”


“With sleigh bells ringing, I’ll land on each roof, amid the soft clatter of each little hoof.  To get in the house is the difficult part, so I’ll slide down the chimney of each child’s heart.”


“My sack will hold toys to grant the children’s wishes, the supply will be endless, like the loaves and the fishes; I will fill all the stockings and not leave a track, I’ll eat every cookie that is left for my snack.”


“I can do all these things, God, only through You.  I just need Your blessing, then it’s easy to do.  All this to honour the birth of the One, sent to redeem us .. Your most Holy Son.”


“So to all my friends, lest your glory I rob, please, God, remind them who gave me this job.”					Derric Johnson





FOR YOUR INFORMATION


Ways of Giving accepted for General Fund donations:





Cash


Cheque


Post-dated cheques


Pre-Authorized Payment


Online payments through PAYPAL!!!!  (Bank account or credit card)





If you would like information on any of these forms of payment,


please call Lori in the Office @ 631-7570.








FIRST WITH THE NEWS.


To make a submission, please contact Lori @ 631-7570 or email to firstunited@bellnet.ca











