FIRST WITH THE NEWS

Still seeking to be a welcoming community of Christian faith, 

proclaiming and celebrating the love of God in Jesus Christ 

through the Inspiration of the Holy Spirit.
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SPRING/ SUMMER 2016 EDITION
Delivered by: ______________________________________________________

UPCOMING DATES & *SERVICES

APRIL
Sat. 30 – SPRING RUMMAGE SALE from 8:30-11:30am in the Gym (pg 8)
MAY

Sun. 1 – ‘FIRST YOUTH – YOUTH FIRST’ meets in the Library with Chris Ross
Sun. 8 – MOTHER’S DAY / FAMILY SUNDAY – Worship @ 10:30am
JUNE

Sun. 5 – *CONFIRMATION SUNDAY (pg 9) – Worship @ 10:30am
‘FIRST YOUTH – YOUTH FIRST’ meets in the Library with Chris Ross
Sun. 12 – BARB’S RETIREMENT CELEBRATION (pg 10 & flyer)  – Worship @ 10:30am
Sun. 19 – FATHER’S DAY / FAMILY SUNDAY  – Worship @ 10:30am
        ACTIVITY ROOM BEGINS (pg 11)
AUGUST

Mon – Fri. 22-26  VACATION BIBLE CAMP  (pg 12)
SEPTEMBER

Sun. 11 – RALLY DAY– Worship @ 10:30am
Sun. 18 – CHURCH SCHOOL RESUMES
*Sunday worship times are 10:30am throughout the year

FROM ROGER’S DESK    
I want to begin by saying how grateful I am for the sixteen years of shared ministry with Barb and the gift of her husband Jim and his music ministry here at First. I want to wish them both big time blessings as they prepare for life after First at the end of August. Barb’s retirement will push us, as a faith community, to look at our “vision for ministry”, as we move forward; believing that the One who holds our future is with us. It will also mean change. And I know how much we, as church members, celebrate change.

Q: How many Church members does it take to change a light bulb?

A: Change? What do you mean change?

This biblical story came to mind, as I thought about the inevitable upcoming changes. It is the story of Jesus’ third Resurrection appearance to the disciples in the Gospel of John.  The story goes something like this:  Peter says to the other disciples, “I’m going fishing.” His companions replied, “We’ll go with you.” They all got in the boat, paddled out a ways, but all that night they caught nothing. Just after daybreak, a voice called to them from shore. “Caught anything yet?” They called back, “No! No minnows, no old tires – not a thing!” The voice from the shore said, “Try casting your net on the other side of the boat. Maybe you’ll find what you’re looking for.” The disciples looked at each other, muttering about (but not knowing) ‘Who does that fellow think he is?’ Still, having no better ideas – and being a little curious too – they shrugged, and over the other side went the nets. Suddenly, the boat tilted, the nets sagged. One or two of the fishermen leaned gingerly over the side to see what was happening. “You’re not going to believe this,” one shouted. “These nets are packed full!” They drew the heavy nets in, everyone working together. The one with the calculator stood aside and counted. “153 fish!” he proclaimed when they were done. They looked at each other, shaking their heads in amazement – 153 was the number of fish in the sea, and it seem they’d caught one of each! “ And the nets aren’t damaged,” one of them noted, quietly. It was all some kind of miracle, they agreed, and a strange one at that. Together they turned to see what person it was that stood on the shore and advised them, but in the early morning mist the shore was as if empty. [John 21:1-6]    Jesus was the one on the shore, inviting his followers to make a change, to try it a different way. Jesus invites us to embrace change and discover new life in the process.
Make no mistake about it, change can be scary. It’s full of unknowns and uncertainty. But then again, so are all aspects of life. The Greek philosopher Heraclitus once said, “The only thing constant is change.”  I hear Jesus’ invitation – embrace the change– you may not know what the future holds but never forget it is I who hold that future- don’t be afraid!  As God said to Joshua, on the changing of the guard, “ Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever [and in whatever changes] you go.”  (Joshua 1:9)

I leave you with this blessing: May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,  so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  (Rom.15:13) 

I thank God for you and ask that God would bless you in this time of transition “big time, that you might be a big time blessing, now and always”.  

Your fellow servant…
Roger
FROM BARB’S DESK
I remember this as if it were yesterday. Over a three-month period in 1986, the Rev. Lanny Dean of First United Church kept calling me asking if I would be interested in interviewing with their search committee. They were looking for someone to fill the Christian Development Ministry position and wanted to talk to me. At that time I had just finished writing the curriculum for the United Church of Canada and it had just been published nationally. Before that I had served Lambeth United Church, and felt I needed a break. But Lanny was so sure that First would be a good fit for me, and I for the church. His last call went like this: “Barb just come out and meet the PEOPLE on the committee”. 

I DID!

Well here I am, one might say full circle: 

I came because of the people….

 I stayed because of the people….

   I’m finding it hard to leave because of the people……

      I’ll take the people with me in heart and memory.

As the weeks move quickly by, I find myself more and more nostalgic and sentimental. That’s no surprise of course – after 30 years I have many stories to remember, friends to care about, children and youth to cherish and keep me smiling, amazing music to ‘hum’, lessons learned, experiences had…and even some life changing events during my time here. 

I understand that probably everyone who decides to retire goes through a time of both reminiscing AND looking forward to a somewhat unknown and unexplored future. My usual habit is to plan it all out, because planning is a big part of who I am. But now I want to learn more about who I can become….so I’m pushing aside the planning and looking for ‘the road less traveled’….the road Jim and I have not had time to explore. 

And you my friends will soon be venturing down a new, exciting path, and I wish First Church only the very best. 

I pray I’m leaving you with some moulds or templates or memories perhaps – of the value of including ALL AGES in (intergenerational) worship – the gift that children and youth are to the life of the church and including them  in all aspects of it;  the value of bringing the congregation together with fellowship times after worship, lunches, barbecues, ‘Evenings Out’, concerts, special Church School activities  - and the value of lifting up the gifts of our people: gifts of hospitality, knitting, quilting, sewing, photography, woodworking, painting, speaking, reading, creativity etc. 

Having activities to bring people together is vital for ‘community’ and growth. If people don’t get to know one another, they tend not to ‘invest emotionally’. They tend not to get involved or to volunteer because they are not connected. 

I pray you always value the needs of our own people, as well as those beyond our walls. First United has always been a caring, generous church. It’s something I have always admired: from your generosity to the Secret Santa Bags, special food drives at Thanksgiving and Christmas, weekly givings to our Caring Cupboard Crib and our different mission projects: clean water for Ziqualla, Bed Bundles for India, knitted vests and hats for Peru and Africa, ‘shoebox’ gifts (our children loaded them into the transport truck), and so many more over the years.

    Over these next months you will hear many different suggestions of how to move forward to fill this position. Some will say, (I’ve already heard it) –that this is an opportunity to save money, so let’s hire part time….but please remember, that you will lose at least 50% of what you’ve been use to (be careful of the holes). Also think about the people who apply. Those with the skills and gifts you need, will probably be looking for full time.   A church can struggle with serious lack of funds, but be aware, that a church can struggle with a serious lack of people. Investing in your Ministry Team is so very important. Having two full time ministry positions I believe, has been a big part of making these ministry positions desirable. (This is how it has been at First for many years – certainly before my time). (Be careful of the holes.)  There is ample work for two.

Several people have been asking me for a description of my work here, and so I’ve decided to include some of what has kept me busy. (This list of course, would not be the same for someone new – for the JOY of having someone new – is experiencing their news gifts and abilities). My work has been with all age groups and every aspect of the life of this church: funerals when called upon, weddings, preaching when called upon, leading in worship weekly, adding creative ‘icing’ to special services with Liturgical Dancers, Advent 1, professional readers/actors, children and youth involvement, puppetry, story telling; working with Jody, Jim and the choir on special music/services, the Benevolent work- seeing people from the community in need every week, leading Confirmation Classes, assisting with Baptisms and Communion, training and leading teachers and youth workers, leading Grief Groups, seeing our own people when they need to come in to talk over problems, (it’s been helpful to have both a man and woman on the team), programming, creating events and ideas for committees, bringing concerts, writing curriculum, attending monthly committee, Executive and Board meetings…..it’s been a busy and richly rewarding 30 years!  At the end of the day, my prayer is for this church to stay as vital and as helpful as it has always been– to the folks who come here, and those who come here in times of extreme need.   

 ‘ They’ say that ‘goodbyes’ are as much a part of life as the seasons of the year, and that the word goodbye – originally “God-be-with-ye” or “Go-with-God” – was a recognition that God was a significant part of the going. When you dreaded or feared the journey there was strength in remembering that the One who gave and cherished life, would be there to protect and to console. ‘Goodbye’ was a blessing of love, proclaiming the belief that if God went with you, you would never be alone, that comfort, strength and all the other blessings of a loving presence, would accompany you. 

To the traveler it meant; Go with God and may you always rest in the assurance that ‘God will lead you, will be with you, will not fail you or desert you. Have no fear, do not be disheartened by anything’. 

Deuteronomy 31:8

With thanks to God for this church and this congregation of friends,

With thanks to God for my teammates: Roger, Jody, Lori & Dave,

With thanks to God for meeting many wonderful people who have come to First seeking help - and gifting me with a better understanding of just how tough life can be, and how blessed I am.
I sign off this last newsletter submission with this…

God will lead you, will be with you, will not fail or desert you.
Blessings and love my friends,

Barb  
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Notes from Jody

The word appreciation is defined as recognition of the quality, value, significance or magnitude of people and life events.  I deeply appreciate the Senior Choir, Jim Furneaux, Children's Choir and soloists who contributed musically to our Worship each week this year!  I value their commitment to weekly rehearsals where we learn, grow and enjoy making music together.  I recognize the magnitude of the gift of Jim Furneaux's music during our services...drums, bongos, singing and guitar playing.  We will miss him immensely next year!  The Children's Choir was a new concept this year of combining younger and older singers.  I recognize the significance of what young, energetic voices add to our Worship and I am so thankful to the Children's Choir members who learned their pieces and sang so well!  
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Musically yours,

Jody
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SPRING RUMMAGE SALE
Saturday, April 30 from 8:30 - 11:30am
Spring cleaning time! Help make our spring rummage sale a success. Bring in your clean and gently used spring and summer clothes and shoes. We are asking again for your extra special women's clothing for our very popular "Ladies Boutique." Don't forget your purses, jewellery, luggage, bedding, linens, china and small household items. (Please no TVs, computers or microwaves) All ages would love your donations of games, toys, puzzles and books. There is a need for more help to sort and price to prepare for the sale. Please call Lois W. 519-631-3337. Donated items may be left inside west accessibility door Mon. - Thurs. 9am - 2:30pm. Thankyou!
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HAPPENING ON SUNDAY, JUNE 5

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY

The Gr. 12 and older youth who have been attending

confirmation classes, and who will have decided to move 

forward with confirmation, will be confirmed on this date.

We invite you to join us for cake downstairs following the service, 

and to meet these wonderful young people. 
This day is sure to be

a milestone in their lives.
SO COME AND CONGRATULATE THEM

                                  over coffee, cold drinks and cake!
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SUNDAY, JUNE 12
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A Worship Service for ALL AGES –

filled with thanksgiving, 

wonderful memories, fun,
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music and more.

It’s A

Day to CELEBRATE

30 years of Barb’s Ministry among us…

and Barb’s Retirement…
A day to celebrate Jim 

and all the music he has shared with us!
Barb has touched so many of our lives….
and especially the children and youth.

 So we invite the children & youth to meet with their teachers

downstairs before the service, 

and come into the sanctuary and sit together;

 ‘Church School and ‘First Youth’.

What a great way to ‘wrap up’ our

Church School & First Youth programs until the fall. 
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AND THAT’S NOT ALL!

Lunch will be served following the service,

downstairs in the assembly hall.

Information for our Families about the Summer

CHILDRENS’ MINISTRY

For Babies – 3 year olds…
All summer long the nursery will be staffed by adults. (if you receive an invitation to help, please consider saying yes to one Sunday morning, approximately 45 minutes).

For children 4yrs.& older…Church School closes for the summer, with our special Sunday, June 12.

The Activity Room opens Sunday, June 19 with games, crafts and videos. Adults will supervise. Older children and youth are welcome to help out any Sunday they are here! The children will begin the morning with their family in the sanctuary.  From there they will be invited to leave with the leaders of that day, to the Activity Room – which is beside the nursery. (handy!!)

All children – who would rather stay with their parents/grandparents are more than welcome to remain in the sanctuary. The basket with etch a sketches will continue to be available to them.

VACATION BIBLE CAMP – August 22-26 (see page 12)
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CHURCH SCHOOL RESUMES – Sunday, September 18th 

Be sure not to miss this!

          It’s a winner every year!

                     It’s our very cooooool….

VACATION BIBLE CAMP!
What’s so great about it?

It’s staffed by awesome counselors from Pearce Williams Summer Camp 

It happens Monday, August 22 - Friday, August 26
9:00am to 3:00pm

Except Friday it is 9:00am to 12:00 noon 
with parents invited at 11:30am for a CELEBRATION!
VBC IS FOR THOSE 5 – 12 years old
                            Pre-Registration Only!

Registration Forms will be available in the Church Library and just inside the accessibility door off the parking lot, starting in JUNE.

There is no registration fee, however, donations are welcome if you are able. The cost to our Church is $170 per counselor, and we will have 10 counselors this summer. Thank you!

The Christian Development Committee

Chair: Lois Smith

From the Chairperson of the Official Board

A few weeks ago Barb Furneaux let us all know that she has decided to retire by the end of August 2016.  She has been such a great and ever present part of the life in our church that it is hard to think of what it will be like without her.  After the: “Oh WOW! What do we do NOW?” phase of my reaction to that news passed, I was very joyful for both Barb and Jim.  We, at First United Church, have been blessed, and so fortunate to have had both of them here among us for 30 years.  Very few church congregations have had that.  I could write a book about what Barb has brought, and means to us.  

Barb and Jim: Our love for you will always be there.  You are not leaving us because you are a big part of us.  It’s just a new and exciting phase in your lives that is about to start up.  We all want it to be a great and joyful new beginning.  God bless you both.  Don’t plan on being strangers; come back home anytime.  

What are we going to do?  Well the Official Board has set a number of actions in motion.  Rest assured that investigations are underway.  Recommendations and plans will be drafted.  When September rolls in, Church School will start up again, the Nursery will be buzzing with the sounds of toddlers & infants.  Among the many things that Barb has done, she has shown us how to do what needs to be done.  We’ll get it done.

The church family is going to go through a period of discovery.  We will be consulting among ourselves and others who can help us.  We will assess, debate, decide, and implement whatever needs to be done.  This is not a phase & time to dread.  It’s a time to celebrate who we are, and dream about who we can become.
Submitted by Richard Routhier 


FROM THE CHURCH LIBRARY

Two new children’s books – “The Day the Crayons Quit” and the sequel, “The Day the Crayons Came Home.”  A boy named Duncan just wanted to colour, but his crayons are being very difficult!  Check out the books and meet a colourful bunch of characters.

We have a good assortment of adult books as well as magazines.  Take some time to come into the Library and see what is available.

Submitted by Edith Nimmo

Requests from the Membership Committee

We need volunteers for our Fellowship Time after church service for each of the Sundays in May.
This involves coming to church about 10am – making the coffee, pouring the juice into pitchers, setting out the cups, glasses, etc.  After the service you pour the coffee and juice and tidy up in the kitchen.
If interested in helping with the coffee time, please phone Edith Nimmo @ 519-631-7794 or Sharon Hutchinson @ 519-637-7136

Also, we are looking for photos and other Church memorabilia from the past twenty five years for the upcoming DOORS OPEN, St. Thomas this fall. Please submit any items (identified, so they can be returned) to the Church Office. Thanks



FINANCE COMMITTEE
The Finance Committee extends our sincere thanks to everyone for their continued support of the Ministry here at First United Church.
Some Financial Facts

As of March 31, 2016 we are sitting at a net loss of $37,796.24
· To cover our expenses we need approximately $26,000 in General Fund Givings EVERY month.  In January, our General Fund Givings were $13,498.22; they were $15,324.61 in February;  and in March they were $16,243.62
· The summer is fast approaching and we begin the challenge of meeting our financial needs from June to September.  We ask you to consider the needs of your church and if possible, help us to meet our financial commitments over the vacation period.  We appreciate your generosity!

 Respectfully submitted, Karen Rick, Chairperson, Finance Committee


UPDATE ON OUR NEW CANADIAN FAMILY

April 17, marks the 2 month period our New Canadian Family from Syria has been in St. Thomas!  Things have changed in a positive way in a very short time for this family.  We have noticed a remarkable major change. Our conversations are about sunshine and flowers, good food, school and a new life in Canada.  We discuss less and less the devastation and the lives left behind.
 

They are very grateful to the First United Church community and love the city of St. Thomas. They are settling in well in their respective schools and lessons and their confidence grows with the amount of English they are learning.  

Whether it is swimming at the Y, (the boys who could not swim on arrival are now swimming lengths of the pool and are learning how to dive), the tours of the parks in St. Thomas, learning to ride their bikes or, walks in the park with the family and exploring nature, flying kites in the sunshine-- everything is WOW and beautiful.  It is our great fortune to be witness to their love and expressions of wonder of this beautiful country.  Everywhere we go, people approach us and ask if this is our new Canadian family.  The response to, “Welcome to Canada”, is always a beautiful proud smile and a, “thank you”.  

We have started a vegetable garden with the family and are working on favourite herbs.  Imagine our surprise when Rahma makes her own three varieties of cheese.  This family is truly hard working and a joy to witness their everyday accomplishments. It is a blessing to watch their independence grow and fulfill their desire toward being self-sufficient Canadians.  

 

Submitted by Lori Baldwin-Sands

BAPTISMS / SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING
Brady Felix James Taylor, son of Daniel & Darla (Watson) – November 22, 2015
Robert Richard Stephen Cook, son of Robert & Cali (Brown) – December 27, 2015

Kensi Paige Kimberley Lynne Davies, daughter of Chris & Jacqui (Stewart) – January 3, 2016

Teah Natasha Macil Welch, daughter of Darcy – February 21, 2016

William David Bruce Guy, son of John & Sheena (Hoffman) – February 21, 2016

Vyncent Arthur Elford, son of Michael Elford & Amanda Quipp – February 28, 2016

John Kelso Porter – March 9, 2016

Maureen Evans Porter – March 9, 2016

Laura Grace Ferguson, daughter of Ken & Angela (Smith) – April 10, 2016

Angela Ranee Smith (Adult) – April 10, 2016
Allie Elizabeth Fife, daughter of Jamie & Kiera (Charlton) – April 17, 2016


WEDDINGS

Gary Groulx & Sherry Walls – November 14, 2015
Robert Stacey & Mallory John – February 13, 2016

David Wight & Caitlin Johnston – February 27, 2016

IN MEMORY

Eileen Copeland – December 6, 2015; Marie Hazel (Anderson) Prickett – December 8, 2015
June (Williams) Parsons – December 19, 2015; Edna Dorothea Sayers – December 22, 2015

Berniece M. Morris – December 24, 2015; Ivan Richard Shackelton – January 25, 2016

Michael Sartor  - January 28, 2016; Ralph Hopkins – January 29, 2016
Robert Vernon Furneaux – January 30, 2016; Frederick Charles Mayos – February 4, 2016

Ronald George Langley – February 4, 2016; Martha Jean Jackson – February 10, 2016

Dorothy June Proctor – February 14, 2016; Charles Stephen Fluelling – February 18, 2016

Irene Florinda (Ziegler) Binns – February 29, 2016; Douglas James Badgley – March 6, 2016

Morley Everett Binks – March 7, 2016; John Porter Kelso – March 13, 2016

The journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step.


Lao Tzu   





Our dilemma is that we hate change and love it at the same time:  what we really want is for it to remain the same, but get better.


Unknown





You’re off to great places! 


Today is your day!


Your mountain is waiting


so get on your way!


                                                          Dr. Seuss








Jesus called the children to him and said,  “Let the children come to me, don’t stop them, for the Kingdom of God belongs to such as these.”


Unknown








All great changes are preceded by chaos.


Deepak Chopra





A book is a gift you can open again and again.


Garrison Keillor








About the Newsletter….


About 16 years ago, the Newsletter Committee disbanded.  Rather than not having a newsletter, Lori and I took it on!  Dare I say, we’ve become quite proficient at it… ha!  Anyway, my sincere thank you to Lori and her amazing secretarial skills etc. Lori has always encouraged your submissions, typed and formatted them. Bravo Lori!!  If this is of interest to you, please give Lori a call in the Office. 


(the next newsletter is usually in November). 


Barb








Embrace the mystery of Faith.    - Unknown








FOR YOUR INFORMATION


Ways of Giving accepted for General Fund donations:





Cash


Cheque


Post-dated cheques


Pre-Authorized Payment


and ONLINE through PAYPAL!


See our website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.firstunitedchurch.weebly.com" ��www.firstunitedchurch.weebly.com�) for info!





When making a donation to the General Fund, please record your envelope number on the envelope.  If you do not have one, be sure to record your name and address on all donations to ensure a tax receipt at the end of the year.  If you would like information on any of these forms of payment, or would like a set of envelopes or information on PAR, please call Lori in the Office @ 631-7570.











Difficult roads often lead to beautiful destinations.


Unknown








FIRST WITH THE NEWS


To make a submission, please contact Lori @ 631-7570 or email to firstunited@bellnet.ca


 








